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Foreword

Dear Readers,
Greetings from Bangkok and | hope that you had a nice summer vacation!

Bangkok is now Hetween rainy season
and dry season. Given the gift of the Mother
Nature, the trees and flowers areragyving and
blooming vigorouslySome of you may recall that,
2y GKS 200FaArzy 27 (GKS
Anniversary Ceremony in Novemb2014, Dr.
Kunio Mikuriya, WCO Secretary General, and Dr.
Somchai Sujjapongse, then Thai Customs Director
General, planted s® ft ft SR awh/ . ¢ N.
commemorate its anniversary. They also wished
GKS wh/ . 1 xkxtQa OFLIOAGE ¢
well-rooted & the center of the A/P region. Two
years has passed since then. The trees are
growing in a quite bold and healthy manner,
thanks to the very kind and professional care of
the Thai Customs dpartment. Likewise, the
ROCB A/P enjoys unsparing support ftbmThai
Customs Department in various forms, including
the secondment of capable colleagues. In this
connection, | would like to introduce you Mr.
Poonyawee Sroythong, nigkl YSR Gt 2Ay (¢
our new colleague at the ROCB A/P, succeeding
Ms. Pariyabhat Ayapongkoson (nickamed
G! S¢0x 6K2 NBOINYySR (G2 ¢
August 2016. Khun Ae has worked with the ROCB
A/P for 4 years and 2 months and provided
\ ' invaluable support and commitment to the work
ROCB tred Nov. 2014 undertaken by the ROCB A/P. She was in charge
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Foreword

of the accounting of the ROCB A/P. She also represented ROCB A/P in various
meetings and contributed presentations. Taking this opportunity, on behalf of all

of the ROCB A/P staff members as well as Customs colleagues in the A/P region,
who knew her, | would likeo extend my very special gratitude for her dedication

and wish her continued success in her haaeninistration. At the same time, we

all look forward to working with Khun Point in the years to come.

This issue of ROCB AANEwsletter features ouactivities undertaken from
July through September 2016. At the same time, given that we are now in new fiscal
year of 2016/17, this issue introduces you our updated Strategic Action Plan for
20162018 and the Annual Work Plan 2016/17, which are appendethito E
Newsletter asAppendix 1 and 2 respectively. In this fiscal year, as-aeveloped
with the Regional Vie€hair (i.e. Fiji) and approved by the WCO secretariat, our
capacity building focuses more on security and trade facilitation programs.
Capacitybuilding on revenue collection and protection of society, such as border
enforcement against counterfeiting and piracy, are also included. With a view to
organizing high quality capacity building, the ROCB A/P is going to seek
collaboration with relevandevelopment partners and stakeholders to contend
with increasingly challenges in the Customs by better utilizing advance cargo and
passenger information, among other things. At the same time, | would like to
Sy02dzNy 3S NBIAZ2YI f aSYRs NBXY AQHYASY/SH Li 2NI
concerted actions towards building more resilient supply chain security and
legitimate trade.

Our 2015/16 Annual Report has been just published. For the summary of our
F QOUAGAGASAEAT a ¢Sttt | a OkSedinddchisacfast a S
contribution by Accredited Customs Experts, please kindly refer to the featured
article in this ENewsletter. At the same time, we are going to upload the full report
on our homepage soon atww.rocb-ap.org While thanking your keen interest in
our activities and your contribution thereto, | would be pleased if you have some
time to visit our homepage.
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Foreword

The ROCB A/P will be pleased to hear any of your constructive comments
and suggestions/inputdo our activities, including communication and public
relations, so that we may better serve to the regional Member Customs
administrations. Please rest assured that the all of the ROCB A/P staff members are
going to remain committed.

Kind regards,

K Lo~

Kazunari Igarashi

Head of the ROCB A/P
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’ Special Topics

ROCB A/P Annual Report
2015/2016

The ROCB A/P published its Annual Rep
2015/2016 on 26 September 2016.This Report
features summaries of the regional/nationa
workshops coordinated and organized by the RO(
A/P in cooperation with the WCO Secretariat an| annual Report 2015/2016
other development partners. TEhReport carries
AaSOSNYf | NIAOESa 2y GK Qa 02y
the international meetings and workshops
representing the WCO, and collaboration wit
development partners. It also carries somq
aSYOSNBRQ O2y(iNRoOdziAZ2zyal — . ISELISNA
tangible outcomes of the WC@DB Multiyear
Project for SASEC countries on Customs Valuation Control. In addition to those
activities undertaken in the previous year, the Report has annexes of ROCB A/P
Strategic Action Plan 2036n My YR (GKS wh/ . PlankfarQa !
2016/2017, which was devised based on the results of the annual technical
assistance needs survey conducted jointly with the Regional Training Coordinator
(Japan Customs) early this year.

Should the readers of thislewsletter be interesteth the full report and/or
an electronic copy of this publication, please visit our homepagevaty.rocb-
ap.organd download it.
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Special Topics

ROCB A/P Annual Work Plan
2016/2017

LY | OO2NRIYyOS 6AGK GKS wh/. !ktQa ¢
supposed to develop it&-year termStrategic Action Plan and Annual Work Plan
for the purpose of assuring its work accountability and governantlegwegional
Directors General. The Plans are to be worked out in close consultation with the
Regional Vic€hair with the intent of assuring effective use of limited resources
YR YIF1Ay3 GKS NBIA2y Q& OF LI OAlG &edd dzi £ RA
of the regional Member Customadministrations. To this end, in the course of

RSgAaAy3a GKS wh/ . 'kt Qa !'yydzZ t 22NJ] tf
Japan Customs) and the ROCB A/P jointly conduct an Annual Technical Assistance
Needs Survey eadh S| N ! & &4dzOKX (KS wh/ . !kt Qa

fAY1{SR 6A0GK (KS AyOdzYoSyiad !kt wSIA2YyL f
for 2016/2017 was subsequently approved by the WCO Capacity Building
Directorate in early August 20Hhd madeopen to the Member administrations in

the A/P regiorand generalpublig y G KS wh/ . !wwviv.@dagko)Y S LI I
dzy RS NJ & wS a 2 dZiheupdated SD&eidACyon Plan for 202618 and

the Annual Work Pla2016/17 are appended to thisNewsletter asAppendix 1

and 2 respectively

The Annual Work Plan for 2016/2017 accommodates quite a good number
of the regional/subregional and national workshops, both newly funded and
carried forward from the previous years. These workshops see&upport
improvements in the following 5 core §toms functions, namely: (1) Supply Chain
Security; (2) trade facilitation; (3) revenue; (4) compliance and health and safety
protection; and (5) organizational development, and they focus on implementation
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Special Topics

of a series of internationalyecognized good pictices for Customs reform and
modernization.

Regional Training Centers (RTCs) play key roles in delivering planned
regional/subregional workshops for the interest of the Member Customs
administrations in the A/P region. Accordingly, the ROCB A/Pleasansulted
the WCO Secretariat and RTCs and coordinated the dates and venues of the most
of these capacity building programs. For the most current calendar of the
upcomingS @Sy 1az LX SFH&aS {AyRfe& NBFSNI G2 (KS
of this ENewsletter or at our homepage.

?aciﬁc R
4

X X X
Q
o

UCB

WCO Asia Pacific Regional Office for Capacity Building
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v Workshops and Meetings

ROCBAPjost K A / dzad2Y&a 5SLI NLYSYdQ

4 July 2016, Bangkok, Thailand

On 4 July 2016, at the kind invitatiohMr. Kulit Sombatsiri, Director General
of the Royal Thai Customs Department (TCD), Mr. Kazunari Igarashi, Head of the
wh/ . 1kt FTYR KAa a0l FF¥ YSYOSNBR 22AYSR
held at its Headquarters in Bangkok, Thailanithe Ceremoyn started with a
religious rite. Then Mr. Sombatsiri presented awards to TCD staff members who
have demonstrated outstanding performances and accomplishments in their
duties. In the margins of the Ceremony, Mr. Igarashi and his staff members greeted
Mr. Sombatsiri and other TCD senior officials, as well as with Baigisad
Customs Attachés, and thanked them for their continued support for the ROCB A/P.

N/ &

X X X
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W orkshops and Meetings

ROCB A/Barticipates in the CustorABusiness Conference
7 July 2016, Bangkok, Thailand

At the invitation of the Thai Customs Department (TCD), Ms. Pariyabhat
Ariyapongkoson and Mr. Kangsik Cho of the ROCB A/P attended the Gustoms
Business Conference held oduly 2016 in Bangkok, Thailand. Approximately 120
representatives from private and public sectors, embassies, Chamber of
Commerce, relevant international and government agencies, as well as TCD
officials participated in the Conference. It was the firsérvof this kind aiming at
publicizing information  about
updates of Customs laws and &
regulations and privileges (such as™s
Customs Incentives  Schemes,
Authorized Economic Operator
(AEO), Advance Tariff Ruling (ATR)
as well as the National Single
Window andMobile Applications,
which are of benefit to businesses
in Thailand as well as foreign
trading  entrepreneurs  doing
business with Thailand.

For more informationplease refer to the TCD homepage

]
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’ W orkshops and Meetings

ROCB A/Represented the WCO tthe ASEMEurasia Expert
Group Meeting

11-13 July 2016, Seoul, Korea

Ms. Alpha WONG of the ROCB A/P, as a WCO representative, attended the
ASEM Eurasia Expert Group Meeting on Transport and Logistics, which was held on
11-13 July 2016 in Seoul, Korea. ApproximatdD0O delegates, including
government officials from ASEM member countries and Eurasian countries,
representatives from international organizations, institutions, industries and
academia in the areas of transport and logistics, participated in this Meeting

This Expert Group Meeting
was proposed by the President of
Y2NBI 4 GKS fFad
Symposium on Transport and
Logistics Network held in Seoul,
Korea (please refer to the ROCB
'kt Qa K2YSLJI 3S

http://www.rocb -ap.org/article

detail/170/?crmid=tt0ov6096ahr5fkdve6h7|3KkE4t aimed to provide a platform

for the delegates to discuss the establishment of mmladal transport and
logistics network between Asim particular starting from Korea, via China, Russia
and connecting to Europe. At the opening ceremony, Mr. Kang Hoin, Minister,
Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport of Korea delivered a key note
address and stressed the economic benefits onititegrated transport networks

for connecting Asia and Europe, in particular by railway and road. During the
Meeting, speakers raised the awareness on multilateral cooperation and
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W orkshops and Meetings

harmonized Customs standards for seamless cargo and passenger flows In thi
NBEIFNRZ 2/ hQa {! C9 CNIYSg2N] 2F {0l yYRI |
one of the key guidelines and tools to be taken into account for their future design

of the integrated transport network with assurance of facilitating trade and

securing supplghains.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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H W orkshops and Meetings

127th/128h Sessions of the WCO Council
14-16 July2016 Brussels, Belgium

The 127h/128h Sessions of
the WCO Council were convened on
14-16 July 2016 at the WCO
Headquarters in Brussels, Belgium &
and were attended by a total of im '
around 500 delegates from the WCO =
Member administrations, the
observer international organizations
and business associations. Mr.
Kazunari Igarashi, Head of the ROCB
A/P, attenced the Council as an
observer. The Council heard about the series of activities undertaken by the WCO
and new tools and guidelines developed by its committees, which were adopted
subsequently. The Council also discussed the way forward on a numbeiiaal top
subjects such as Digital Customsoenmerce, governance issues, Custdpadice
cooperation, Custom3ax cooperation, security initiatives, and the Customs roles
in protecting cultural heritage, among other things.

In the course of the Council
Sessins, there was a regional consultation
session for the respective WCO regions,
including one for the A/P region, in where
the handover of the regional Vice
Chairmanship from Malaysia to Fiji was
made. The ROCB A/P is grateful to the
Royal Malaysian Custts Department
(RMCD) and the fellow colleagues of the
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H W orkshops and Meetings

+ A0S / KFANR&E {SONBUGIFNARFG F2N 6KSAN INB
whole international Customs community through the leadership of the RMCD
5ANBOG2NI DSYSNI f X 5 lad] 8sQuel{adldeir Yuidancd- ahdh 0 A
collaboration with the ROCB A/P during theiy&ar long tenure as the Vice Chair.

The ROCB A/P looks forward to continued collaboration with incoming Regional
Vice Chair, Fiji, for the next 2 years. In the margine@fhssions, Mr. Igarashi saw
several Directors General/Commissioners and Secretariat officials and
discussed/coordinated the Annual Work Plan and preparation of the upcoming
regional/national workshops.

WORLD CUSTOMS ORGANIZATION
ORGANISATION MONDIALE DES DOURNES
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H W orkshops and Meetings

WCO Subegional Workshop ointegrity for the Pacific
27-29July2016 Suva, Fiji

¢ ©
WCO Subtrrogional Workal op
on Integricy  for the Paci ¢

The WCO, in cooperation with the ROCB A/P, Fiji Revenue and Customs
Authority (FRCA) and Oceania Customs Organization (OCO), organized-the Sub
regional Workshop on Integrity for the Pacific onZ¥July 2016 at the Regional
Training Center Fiji, in Suva, Fiji, under the sponsorship of Japan Customs
Cooperation Fund (CCF/Japan). A total of 23-legél officials from the WCO
Member Customs administrations in the Pacific region and 6 resource sgeaker
Ay Ot dzZRAY3 5N YdzyAz2z aAldz2NARel X 2/ h { SONJI
Ahmad, Director General of the Royal Malaysian Customs Department (RMCD),
participated in this important Sutegional Workshop. In addition, 11 hitgvel
representativesfrom the OCO Member administrations, who are not WCO
Member administrations, took part in the Workshop with sponsorship of the OCO.
Mr. Kazunari Igarashi, Head of the ROCB A/P, joined the Workshop as a facilitator.
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W orkshops and Meetings

Workshop was opened with the remarkyg Mr. Visvanath Das, Acting Chief
Executive Officer of the FRCA and Comptroller of Customs, which highlighted
ramifications of integrity to border security and trade facilitation, as well as the
entire Customs reform and modernization process, and unagdlithe Customs
YIEYyaISNAREQ Sy3alr3aSySyid G2 O2yiGSyRfadteélK | &
measures. The Workshop was led by the resources persons from the WCO
Secretariat and Mauritius Revenue Authority (MRA) and contained practical
exercises on th WCO Corruption Risk Mapping, as well as a-Hegkl Dialogue
{SaaAz2y LI NIOAOALI GSR o6& 5N aAldz2NRAR&l |y

The Higk_evel Dialogue
Session was opened with a key note
address by Dr. Mikuriya, WCO
Secretary General. He elaborated
that Cusbms no longer hesitates to
talk about integrity issues, which has
led to the development of the
Arusha Declaration. He said that it
would be difficult to counter the
problems without recognizing the
nature and causes of the problems.
Several prominent agses of integrity
problems includehigh tariff rates and complex Customs procedures. In this
respect, Dr. Mikuriya touched upon the importance of the use of ICT and the human
resource management, as well as the need for the engagement of the officials bot
of top management and working levels. He also encouraged overall government
I LILINB | OKS & @ 5r32Q {NAR VYKITIfAZ wal/5
| RYAYAAGNI A2y Q& SELISNASYyOSa Ay O2yi(Sy
introduction of a set of coumrmeasures. Participants took advantage of the
attendance of the WCO Secretary General and RMCD Director General and had an
interactive dialogue.
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